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Exam Revision

Close Reading – Standard Grade
Everyone will sit the General Paper and either the Foundation/Credit Paper.  Each exam will last 50 minutes.

The passages will test your ability to understand the writer’s meaning, purpose and the way he or she has used language.  The passage may be a newspaper article, an advertisement or an extract from a short story or a novel. It could be fiction or non-fiction.

Close Reading Tips:

1) Read the passage once and then scan the questions.  Then re-read the passage before writing any answers.

2) Look carefully at how many marks each question is worth.  2/1/0 will require 2 points to be made or one point and an explanation.  2/0 will require one correct answer.

3) The words “write down” or “quote” means that you can take the answer straight from the passage.

4) “Explain fully” means that your answer must be in your own words.

5) If you are unsure of the meaning of a word or phrase, look at the context (words/sentences around the word/phrase) to help you to work out the meaning.

6) Do not leave any question out.

7) “Write an expression” means 2/3 words and not a full sentence.

8) You do not have to write in sentences or re-write the question in your answer.

Questions that ask you about the language used:

(techniques to look out for)

Link questions: 

If you are asked to show how a sentence/phrase is a successful link between two paragraphs, then you must identify how the word/phrase referred to links back to what has been said and also forward to what is going to be said.

Words choice questions:

You are being asked to demonstrate your understanding of the meaning of certain words and the effect that these words have. 

It is sometimes important to use the context (words, phrases, sentences around a specific expression/word) to help work out the correct meanings
Types of Words:
· Nouns 

· Adjectives 

· Verbs 

· Adverbs 

Figures of speech:
· A simile is when you compare one thing to another using “like” or “as”

      e.g. “my love is like a red, red rose”.

· A metaphor is when you describe something as another thing which cannot actually be true e.g. “my brother is a pig when he eats”.

· Onomatopoeia is when a word sounds like the noise it makes e.g. “snap, crackle and pop”.

· Alliteration is when several words in a sentence start with the same consonant (sound) e.g. “Peter pepper picked a peck of pickled peppers”.

· Personification is when an object is given human qualities e.g. “the tree whistled in the wind.”

Punctuation:

· Exclamation marks (!) – to show feelings (anger, excitement etc.)
· Question marks – to ask questions

· Commas – lists, extra information

· Brackets – extra information ( )
· Inverted commas (“”) – direct speech, quotations, titles of books/films

· Dashes (-) – extra information, asides

· Colon (:) – to expand a point/give an explanation, to show a contrast, to introduce a list
· Semi-colon (;) – to show that two sentences are on a related topic, to separate information in a long list 
· Apostrophe(‘) – to show possession of object, to show that letters have been missed out  Can’t/Natalie’s jotter
· Ellipsis (…) – to show a pause in thought, words missed out 
Sentence Structure:

· Long sentences – to give lots of information, to build a picture/clear image

· Short sentences – to emphasise a point/feeling, create tension

· Word order – words placed at the beginning or end of a sentence for emphasis

· Repetition – words/ideas repeated to make a point/idea stand out

Tone:

· The attitude or feelings of the writer – happy, sad, angry, humorous, sarcastic etc.
Ways of emphasising information/feelings:

· Capital letters, italics, statistics (numbers), bold letters

Writing

In the exam you will have a number of tasks to choose from but you only have to write one essay.  You will have one hour and fifteen minutes to plan, write and check your essay.

Tips:

1) Read through all of the tasks before you choose one to do.

2) Read the instructions carefully and look at the photograph, if there is one, to help you to understand what the task requires.

3) Identify what type of writing is required i.e. personal, imaginative, report, discursive etc.
4) Plan your essay using spider diagrams, bullet points etc.

5) Watch your time; leave time at the end to check your work.

6) Check spelling, punctuation and paragraphing carefully and make corrections if needed.

Types of essays:

Short story – a short story is an imaginative piece of writing.  You should create interesting characters and describe them clearly.  Choose an appropriate setting for your story (time and place) and describe it in lots of detail so that the reader can picture it clearly.  Finally you must develop an original plot (story-line) which will make the reader want to finish reading the story.  Try an interesting ending for your story (a “twist” perhaps).
Personal - a personal piece of writing requires you to describe an experience which you have had. You must express your thoughts and feelings about the event.  You should also reflect on the experience (discuss what you have learnt about yourself because of the experience).

Report (giving information on a topic) – a report on a topic should provide the reader with lots of information/facts on the topic, which is easy to understand, and interesting to read.

Newspaper article – a newspaper article should give information about an event that has happened.  The report should be easy to follow and the main details should be clear.  You should also think carefully about the layout - include a headline and write in columns.  

Discursive – an essay that explores the arguments used in favour and against a topic.  You must give a balanced account of both sides of the argument but you can give your opinion in your conclusion.  Remember to use linking phrases (firstly, secondly, in addition to this, however, in contrast to this) to link the points that you make.

